June 27, 2018
Memorandum
To:

All U.S. Geological Survey Employees

From:

Jim Reilly (signed)
Director
Subject: Bureau Safety and Health Policy

Statement

Over the past 139 years, the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) has evolved into the Nation's largest
water, Earth, and biological science and civilian mapping agency. The USGS serves the Nation
by providing reliable scientific information to describe and understand the Earth; minimize loss
of life and property from natural disasters; manage water, biological, energy, and mineral
resources; and enhance and protect our quality of life. With such a rich history, I am confident
the USGS will continue to lead the way through scientific excellence and responsiveness to
society's needs, and it isimperative we do so safely.
Ensuring a safe work environment for every USGS employee is one of my top priorities as
Director. I take my responsibility to provide a workplace free from occupational safety and
health hazards seriously and expect supervisors and employees to assess risks and work in a
manner that results in a safe outcome. Safety is not an optional program, but one that should
be embedded in the day-to-day activities and operations of the bureau and its employees. I
was very pleased to learn that the USGS has a robust safety program and culture.
Please partner with me to continue to protect our personnel and property and reduce our
bureau’s accident footprint. Take a moment to review the attached “Occupational Safety and
Health Protection for Employees of the U.S. Geological Survey” poster to become familiar
with your rights and responsibilities. Our joint and proactive efforts to carry out these
responsibilities willensure our success in achieving our science mission and your returning home
“safe and sound” every day.
This policy and the attached poster should be posted in all offices to communicate the
importance of occupational safety and health within the USGS. For additional information and
safety policies, please visit the USGS Occupational Safety and Health Management Branch
(OSHMB) Internal Website.
Thank you for your support.
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