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 Courthouse Pilot Project Update: Yellow Courthouses?  
 
Why Courthouses are Changing Color  
As you may have noticed, courthouses in the TNMCorps editor are starting to change color, state by state.  
Utah, Missouri, and some New England states have recently turned yellow:  

 

This is because we have started to review courthouses and evaluate them from a quality 
perspective. We change the point to yellow when we finalize the review. Each point 
collected is being evaluated for three quality measures:  
 
ü Positional Accuracy  measures whether the point was placed on the correct building  
ü Naming Accuracy  measures whether the name given to the point follows our 

Courthouse Naming guidelines  
ü Attribute Accuracy  measures whether the pointõs additional fields were populated 

accurately and in accordance with our Name and Address Formatting guidelines 

 
Continued on next page  

https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/help/WebHelp/courthouse_pilot_project_guide/tips_for_editing_courthouses/naming_guidelines.htm
https://navigator.er.usgs.gov/help/WebHelp/tnmcorps_attribute_formatting.pdf
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Taking a Bite out of History: Hinsdale County Courthouse  

Tucked away in the only incorporated town in the most remote county  in the 
contiguous U.S., is a humble courthouse of notorious repute. Built in 1877, the 

Hinsdale County Courthouse located in Lake City is the oldest continuously 
operating courthouse  in the state of Colorado. It was erected on the cusp of 

the Colorado silver boom, and much like the Ouray County Courthouse, its 
presence in the community foreshadowed the permanence of a once volatile 

mining town . It would also come to serve as an understated backdrop for some 
pretty significant moments in Colorado's history.  

 

The same year the courthouse was built, Susan B. Anthony paid a visit to Lake 
City to garner support for the 1877 women's suffrage referendum. Around this 
time, Colorado was making promising strides towards women's voting rights 
and the suffragettes wanted to seize the opportunity to advocate for their 
cause. While speaking at the Hinsdale County Courthouse, Anthony attracted 
a crowd so large she had to address the audience from the street  instead of 
from the 2nd floor courtroom. Unfortunately, broad interest in her visit was 
not enough to get the referendum passed. It would be another 16 years 
before women were granted t he right to vote in Colorado, the second state in 
the nation  do so. 

 

To perform these reviews, we are going through each state county -by-county to identify the types of courts that 

should and should not be collected. Reviewing points county -by-county also allows us to evalu ate whether there are 

errors of omission or errors of commission. An Error of Omission  exists when a point was not collected for a 

courthouse when it should have been. An Error of Commission  exists when a point was collected for a structure 

when it should not have been. Once all of the states have been reviewed, the results will be published in a 

technical article that focuses on volunteersõ ability to collect a complete dataset from scratch. 

 

 Courthouse Pilot Project Update (Continued)  
 

Technically, yes, but because the goal of the 

pilot project is to collect a complete dataset 

from scratch, w e prefer that you focus on 

adding the missing point s for the remaining 

states. Or, if you are a Peer Reviewer or  

Advanced Editor, you can edit the green 

points added by other volunteers ( but donõt 

forget: you should never peer review your 

own edited points !). As always, if you find an 

error or know of a required change in a 

yellow point, feel free to update it.  

 

In the meantime, there are still 

some states that need some tender 

love and care regarding 

courthouses, including Arkansas, 

Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia, 

and Maryland . We'd really love 

your help closing the case on these 

last few states ! For updates on 

courthouses, check out our 

Mapping Challenges page. 

 

Continued on next page  
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https://www.colorado.gov/hinsdalecounty
https://edits.nationalmap.gov/tnmcorps/?loc=38.0291,-107.3147,19
http://www.lakecity.com/
https://coloradoencyclopedia.org/article/lake-city-0
https://coloradoencyclopedia.org/article/lake-city-0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colorado_Silver_Boom
https://nationalmap.gov/TheNationalMapCorps/docs/2018.01TheNationalMapCorpsNewsletter.pdf#page=5
https://coloradoencyclopedia.org/article/lake-city-0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Susan_B._Anthony
https://coloradoencyclopedia.org/article/womens-suffrage-movement
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/hinsdalecounty/hinsdale-county-courthouse
http://womhist.alexanderstreet.com/colosuff/intro.htm
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/news/woman-suffrage/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/news/woman-suffrage/
https://my.usgs.gov/confluence/display/nationalmapcorps/Mapping+Challenges
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Susan_B._Anthony
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Susan_B._Anthony
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/hinsdalecounty/hinsdale-county-courthouse
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/hinsdalecounty/hinsdale-county-courthouse
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Several years after Susan B. Anthony made her historic visit to the Hinsdale 
County Courthouse, a much less savory character would make his mark on Lake 

City. In April of 1883, Alferd (or Alfred, as some records indicate) G. Packer, 
aka "The Colorado Cannibal", was tried at the Hinsdale County Courthouse and 

found guilty of murder.  

 

Though no one knows exactly what happened in the 
winter of 1874, "The Colorado Cannibal" has become a 
fixture in popular culture, fueling the fire of macabre 
humor that inspired " Cannibal! The Musical", "Alferd 
Packer's Wilderness Cookbook," and even the " Alferd 

Packer Restaurant and Grill " at the University of 
Colorado in Boulder, where diners are encouraged to 

"Have a friend for lunch"!  

 

Taking a Bite out of History (Continued)  

http://www.crestoneeagle.com/wp -admin/alferd -

packer-famous-colorado-cannibal/  

Nearly a decade before Packer's Lake City trial, a group of 21 men set out on a 
journey from Utah to Colorado hoping to strike gold in the San Juan Mountains. 
Six of those men insisted on continuing their journey through the harsh winter, a 
decision that would result in the demise of all but one of the party members: 
Alferd Packer. When pressed for details about what had happened to his travel 
companions, Packer recounted several conflicting versions of the story , stoking 
suspicion that he had intentionally murdered, robbed, and then eaten the other 
men to survive. Packer eventually confessed to shooting one of the men, Wil son 
Bell, in self -defense, claiming it was Bell who had murdered and eaten the 
others. After escaping from the Saguache jail the same day the bodies of his 
missing companions were found, Packer fled the state and managed to evade 
detection for 9 years , living under the alias John Schwartze. He was eventually 
caught in Wyoming and transported back to Lake City for his first trial. Initially, 
Packer was sentenced to death by hanging until he was "dead, dead, dead", but 
the Colorado Supreme Court reversed that sentence a year later, instead giving 
him 40 years for manslaughter. He was paroled in 1901 after serving only 17 years 
of his sentence.  
 

 

Sources: http://arthousedenver.com/portfolio/alferd -packer-restaurant -grill/ , https://www.nationalgeographic.or g/news/woman -suffrage/ , 
http://womhist.alexanderstreet.com/colosuff/intro.htm , https://edits.nationalmap. gov/tnmcorps/?loc=38.0291, -107.3147,19, 

https://www.courts.state.co.us/Courts/County/Index.cfm?County_ID=17 , http://7thjudicialdistrictco.org/trial -courts/hinsdale/ , https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alferd_Packer , 
https://en.wikipe dia.org/wiki/Cannibal!_The_Musical , http://www.coloradolifemagazine.com/The -Mystery-of-Alfred -Packer/index.php?cparticle=3&siarticle=2 ,  

https://www.colorado.gov/hinsdalecounty , https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/hinsdalecounty/hinsdale -county-court -j udge, https://coloradoencyclopedia.org/article/lake -city -0, 
http://www.lakecity.com/ ,  https://www.uncovercolorado.com/counties/hinsdale/ ,  http://www.museumtrail.org/alferd -packer.html , http://www.westword.com/news/the -craziest -

vintage-photos-from -the-denver-eye-7252622, http://www.sangres. com/history/alferdpacker.htm#.WrFRQIPwZpg , https://truewestmagazine.com/a -feast -along-the -alferd -packer-trail/ , 
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/hinsdalecounty/hinsdale -county-courthouse, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Juan_Mountains , http://www.crestoneeagle.com/wp -admin/alferd -

packer-famous-colorado-cannibal/ ,  ht tp://www.coloradolifemagazine.com/The -Mystery-of-Alfred -Packer/index.php?cparticle=4&siarticle=3  

 

http://www.museumtrail.org/alferd-packer.html
http://www.coloradolifemagazine.com/The-Mystery-of-Alfred-Packer/index.php?cparticle=1&siarticle=0#artanc
http://www.coloradolifemagazine.com/The-Mystery-of-Alfred-Packer/index.php?cparticle=4&siarticle=3#artanc
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cannibal!_The_Musical
https://www.amazon.com/Alferd-Packers-Wilderness-Cookbook-James/dp/0865410364#customerReviews
https://www.amazon.com/Alferd-Packers-Wilderness-Cookbook-James/dp/0865410364#customerReviews
http://arthousedenver.com/portfolio/alferd-packer-restaurant-grill/
http://arthousedenver.com/portfolio/alferd-packer-restaurant-grill/
http://www.cpr.org/news/story/new-book-chronicles-colorado-cannibal-alferd-packer
http://www.cpr.org/news/story/new-book-chronicles-colorado-cannibal-alferd-packer
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/wp-admin/alferd-packer-famous-colorado-cannibal/
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/wp-admin/alferd-packer-famous-colorado-cannibal/
http://www.coloradolifemagazine.com/The-Mystery-of-Alfred-Packer/index.php?cparticle=3&siarticle=2#artanc
https://coloradoencyclopedia.org/article/san-juan-mountains
http://www.coloradolifemagazine.com/The-Mystery-of-Alfred-Packer/index.php?cparticle=4&siarticle=3#artanc
http://www.sangres.com/history/alferdpacker.htm#.WuieDy7wZph
http://www.sangres.com/history/alferdpacker.htm#.WuieDy7wZph
http://www.museumtrail.org/alferd-packer.html
http://www.coloradolifemagazine.com/The-Mystery-of-Alfred-Packer/index.php?cparticle=4&siarticle=3%23artanc
http://www.coloradolifemagazine.com/The-Mystery-of-Alfred-Packer/index.php?cparticle=4&siarticle=3%23artanc
http://arthousedenver.com/portfolio/alferd-packer-restaurant-grill/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/news/woman-suffrage/
http://womhist.alexanderstreet.com/colosuff/intro.htm
https://edits.nationalmap.gov/tnmcorps/?loc=38.0291,-107.3147,19
https://www.courts.state.co.us/Courts/County/Index.cfm?County_ID=17
http://7thjudicialdistrictco.org/trial-courts/hinsdale/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alferd_Packer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cannibal!_The_Musical
http://www.coloradolifemagazine.com/The-Mystery-of-Alfred-Packer/index.php?cparticle=3&siarticle=2
https://www.colorado.gov/hinsdalecounty
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/hinsdalecounty/hinsdale-county-court-judge
https://coloradoencyclopedia.org/article/lake-city-0
http://www.lakecity.com/
https://www.uncovercolorado.com/counties/hinsdale/
http://www.museumtrail.org/alferd-packer.html
http://www.westword.com/news/the-craziest-vintage-photos-from-the-denver-eye-7252622
http://www.westword.com/news/the-craziest-vintage-photos-from-the-denver-eye-7252622
http://www.sangres.com/history/alferdpacker.htm%23.WrFRQIPwZpg
https://truewestmagazine.com/a-feast-along-the-alferd-packer-trail/
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/hinsdalecounty/hinsdale-county-courthouse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Juan_Mountains
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/wp-admin/alferd-packer-famous-colorado-cannibal/
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/wp-admin/alferd-packer-famous-colorado-cannibal/
http://www.coloradolifemagazine.com/The-Mystery-of-Alfred-Packer/index.php?cparticle=4&siarticle=3
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CartoPlaytime:  Making Maps with our Data  

 

As volunteers, you 

help create, edit 

and verify t he 

structures data 

that goes on to our  

US Topo Maps and 

The National Map . 

But did you know 

that our data is in 

the public domain?  

If you are a GIS 

Professional or a 

map-making 

hobbyist, you can 

make maps using 

data from The 

National Map.  

 

Not sure how to go about using our data, or what software to use to make a map?  
Start by going to The National Map website .  
 

Click on the 'Find Data + View & Download ' box. This is where all of our data is located:  

 

In the 'GIS Data' box, click on 'Download GIS Data'. This will bring you to The National Map download 
tool  where you can select the geographical extent from which you would like to obtain data:  

  

Continued on next page  

https://www.usgs.gov/products/maps/topo-maps
https://www.usgs.gov/products/maps/topo-maps
https://nationalmap.gov/
https://nationalmap.gov/



















