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USGS to release new digital products 
The U.S. Geological Survey's (USGS) EROS Data Center will initiate distribution of digital 
products produced by scanning film from its historical aerial photography film archive. This 
archive contains thousands of rolls of film with over eight million frames of historic aerial 
photographs in the USGS’s Sioux Falls, South Dakota facility. The largest portion of this 
archive consists of original film acquired by Federal agencies during the 1930’s through the 
1970’s to produce 1:24,000 scale USGS topographic quadrangle maps.  Immediately 
following this product initiation, distribution of photographic products will be discontinued.  
Orders for photographic products will not be accepted after September 3, 2004. 
 
Initially, two digital products will be available.  The first will be a high-resolution digital 
product, created by scanning the film data at approximately 1200 dpi.  The output file size is 
approximately 120 megabytes from a black and white photograph and 360 megabytes from 
a color photograph and provided in a TIFF format. This product will be available beginning in 
July 2004.  The second will be a medium-resolution product created by digitizing the film 
data at approximately 600 dpi.   The output file size is approximately 15 megabytes from a 
black and white photograph and 45 megabytes from a color photograph and will also be 
provided in a TIFF format. This product will be available beginning in October 2004. 
 
Sample products of an area over New York City, illustrating the two different products, have 
been prepared and can be downloaded using FTP from the following location:  
 
http://edc.usgs.gov/phoenix_iv/new_york 
 
Unless otherwise restricted, all digital products are public domain and can be modified to suit 
your needs or combined with other digital data.  For further information regarding costs and 
product characteristics, please contact:  custserv@usgs.gov 
 
The USGS serves the nation by providing reliable scientific information to describe and 
understand the Earth; minimize loss of life and property from natural disasters; manage 
water, biological, energy, and mineral resources; and enhance and protect our quality of life. 
 
To receive USGS news releases go to www.usgs.gov/public/list_server.html to subscribe. 
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